CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

British Torture 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1400152.002 

Medium: 

DVD 

Distributor: 

Not stated 

Director: 

Not stated 

Producer: 

Not stated 

Country of origin: 

United Kingdom 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Comptroller of Customs 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 


No excisions recommended 
Explicit BDSM material 

The film must be publicly displayed only in premises, or a part of 
premises, set aside for the public display of restricted publications 
(whether or not articles other than restricted publications are also 
displayed in those premises or that part of those premises) 

Or 

The film must not be publicly displayed in any place in which the film 
is available for supply, and must be shown in that place only to 
persons who make a direct request for the film 

Date of entry in Register: 16 May 2014 

Date of direction to No direction to issue a label has been issued 

issue a label: 


Excisions: 
Descriptive note: 
Display conditions: 






Date of notice of decision: 16 May 2014 



Components 

Running time 

Feature(s): 

British Torture 

57:19 

Total running time: 


57:19 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The DVD depicts consensual BDSM conduct between a man and two women. The women are 
the submissive partners throughout the activity. Some of the conduct will appear shocking to 
people who are unfamiliar with more extreme BDSM activity, but it is clearly consensual, the 
participants appear very experienced, and it is obvious that safety processes have been negotiated. 

In general there is a risk of injury to the public good from the unrestricted availability of explicit 
sexual material that is intended for adult sexual arousal. Children and teenagers who are still in 
the process of developing their sense of sexuality are likely to be adversely affected by too early 
exposure to such material. In the case of this particular DVD, the stronger material is likely to be 
quite disturbing to younger viewers, but any harm will be limited by a restriction to adults. 
Considering the right to freedom of expression in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, the 
Classification Office is required to impose the minimum restriction necessary to prevent injury to 
the public good. In this case, that is a restriction to adults. It would be an unreasonable limit on 
the right of freedom of expression to classify the DVD as objectionable. 




